
Energy Geographies Research Group 
Annual General Meeting 

Thursday 30th August 2018 
Held at the RGS-IBG Annual Conference in Cardiff 

 
In attendance: Neil Simcock, Saska Petrova, Cait Robinson, Pip Roddis, Gordon Walker, Martin Burgess, 
Stefan Bouzarovski (+ 5 others, 12 in total) 
 

1. The meeting opened with a welcome from the chair (NS). This year EnGRG 
sponsored 9 sessions and covered 15 session slots, giving us a very good 
presence at the conference. We gave full allocation of guest passes (enabling 
several overseas attendees, including waived conference fees). NS also 
highlighted the benefits to conference sessions of being sponsored by the group. 
 

2. NS gave a report on membership as the Communications Officer was unable to 
attend. EnGRG currently has 90 members, roughly stable from 2 years ago. We 
have 305 people on the mailing list (up 30 people from 2 years go). We have 780 
followers on Twitter, up from 489 2 years ago. Our aim is to get 1000 followers 
by next year’s AGM. NS suggested that it would be beneficial to boost 
membership (enhances financial allocation). Our aim is to have 100 members by 
next year’s AGM. Everyone is encouraged to promote the group and encourage 
RGS members to affiliate themselves with EnGRG (either when they join/renew 
their membership, or for existing RGS members by emailing Sarah Evans to 
request to be affiliated).  
 

3. SP gave an update on finances. The budget is very constant: currently around 
£1300 in account (approx. £300 increase from last year). There have only been 2 
transactions in last year: one for dissertation prize, and one on the PhD/ECR 
event in Manchester. Next year’s planned expenditure: event to launch ‘Energy 
and Society: a critical perspective’ book. The group is encouraged to identify and 
act upon more opportunities to spend this money. 
 

4. CR and PR gave a brief update on January’s PhD/ECR workshop in Manchester. 
CR provided a summary of the event and numbers of attendees (20). PR 
summarised the feedback we had on the event (generally very positive) and 
thanked the EVALUATE project for the funding which supported the event (along 
with an RGS grant). Agreed that it was a valuable event for the group to have run 
and would do it again in the future, collecting formal feedback next time to 
gather people’s views. 
 

5. NS gave some words on the recently published ‘Energy and Society: A Critical 
Perspective’ book authored by several members of the EnGRG. He thinks it is an 
excellent book, a very good teaching/research resource on energy geographies, 
and he encourages all to buy it and ask our institutions’ libraries to stock it. GW 



(one of the authors) spoke about how the book emerged from EnGRG activities, 
and the royalties are therefore being donated to the group. It was written 
because of a lack of similar resources for energy geographies, aimed primarily at 
students as a textbook and teachers as a pedagogical resource, and aimed to 
bring energy geographies alive and up-to-date including critical theory. SB 
(another of the authors) described the book as “fundamentally geographical” 
(despite geography not being in the title) and that it “brings a new vocabulary to 
the discipline”. Special thanks were extended to Gavin Bridge for all his work on 
the book. A round of applause for Gavin ensued. Flyers were handed out with 
20% discount on the book. Suggestion of arranging a book review e.g. ERSS or a 
geography journal. 

 
6. The meeting discussed activities/ideas for activities over the next year: 
• NS gave an update on the undergraduate dissertation prize. 11 entrants for 

dissertation prize, up from 5 last year and 7 and 6 the previous years. The plan is 
for them to be judged by the end of September. First, second and third prizes are 
being given this time. NS suggested making the deadline earlier next year (e.g. 
June) so they could be marked earlier in the summer/in time for the AGM. 

• NS highlighted the idea of a Masters dissertation prize, deadline Sep/Oct. General 
agreement that this is a good idea and we will go ahead with it.  

• Discussion on plans for an event to launch the Energy and Society book. Gavin 
has suggested a teaching related event with students present. GW supported 
involving students, and suggested connecting it to an existing RGS event that 
runs through the year. He also suggested a theme of solidarity with our European 
neighbours. 

• SB highlighted that the Engager Cost Action project has funding available for 
events, needs to be themed around poverty/inequality/justice. Would ideally be 
after April next year. There would be funding available for travel bursaries, 
including international travel (either to UK/from UK to Europe).  

• There was also a strong appetite for future ECR/PhD events similar to the one in 
Manchester in other parts of the country. Suggestion to link to an event in the 
Global South to widen participation, or to broadcast future events as webinars to 
encourage international involvement. We could also link up with international 
equivalents of the EnGRG e.g. AAG Energy and Environment in the US. 

• Suggestion of writing retreat, open to more than PhD/ECRs (and other events 
not in London to enable participation from across the UK).  

 
7. Elections: 
• Cait Robinson stood down as PGR Rep and was replaced by Cristian Brauwer 

(Lund University), who will also help to extend overseas networks. Proposed by 
self, seconded by Neil. 



• Kirsten Jenkins stood down as ECR Rep and was replaced by Kate Scott 
(University of Manchester). Proposed by self, seconded by Pip/Lucie Middlemiss. 

• Catherine Butler stood down as Secretary and was replaced by Alexandra 
Gormally (Lancaster University). Proposed by self, seconded by Gordon and 
Saska. 

• Saska Petrova stood down Treasurer and was replaced by Martin Burgess 
(Aberystwyth University). Proposed by self, seconded by Cait. 

• All those nominated were duly elected (no objections given). A handover period 
will run throughout September (i.e. outgoing committee retain responsibilities 
for marking this year’s undergraduate dissertations). 
 

8. NS gave his formal thanks to all outgoing committee members for their hard 
work, commitment, enthusiasm, and excellent contributions to the group. 
 

9. AOB. There was a suggestion to add teaching resources to the EnGRG website. 
There was also a suggestion to refresh the EnGRG Twitter logo and cover photo. 

 


